
                    SUNDAY  22nd MARCH  2026 

                                                  FIFTH  SUNDAY OF LENT 

          

            Pastoral Community of Downpatrick              Parish of Dunsford & Ardglass 

                   Father Gerard McCloskey PP.                 Tel: 02844841208 

 

Give me justice, O God, and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the 

deceitful  and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength. 

Email office@dunsfordandardglassparish.com 

Parish website address: www.dunsfordandardglassparish.com. 

 

WEEKLY COLLECTION: We acknowledge with grateful thanks last week’s Offertory Promise 

Collection which came to £503.50 Loose plate £539.00, Needy Parishes £315.50 Loose 

Plate £215.00, Direct Debits £110.00.   

 

MASSES  

ARDGLASS   5.00pm     Vigil Saturday 

    11.30am   Sunday. 

                                                     10.00am   Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 

    

DUNSFORD   10.00am   Sunday. 

                            10.00am   Thursday NOVENA MASS 

 

CONFESSIONS:                          4.30 - 4.55pm Saturday Ardglass (or upon request) 

 

ADORATION:   ARDGLASS TUESDAY 11am to 11pm,     

                           DUNSFORD THURSDAY 11am to 11pm.  

 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Fr. Anthony Meaney, Sr. Therese O’Neill, Rhona Keenan, Joe McEvoy, 

Jan Canavan (Nee McDaniel), Jennifer O’Connor, Margaret Gilchrist, John Gilchrist, 

Liam McKenna, Harry Devlin, Maureen Kearney, Madge Conroy, Sarah Mooney,  

Maureen Mageean, Henry Curran, Colin McCarthy, Mary Gordon (Babsie) James Beattie,  

Martin McEvoy, Rose Mulhall, John Savage, Mary Caldwell. 

 

BOOKINGS:  The best way to make these is in person in either Sacristy after any  

of the Masses. Please do not phone the parish to make bookings as we cannot deal with 

them by phone. If you send a letter, please be patient and please include your phone 

number.  

 If you want it done and dusted quickly go to the sacristy after Mass. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Baptisms are on first Sunday of every Month in Ardglass, the 
third Sunday of the month in Dunsford. For further details, please phone the  parish on 
Monday morning. 

GRANDPARENTS:  Grandparents meet first Sunday of the Month at 7pm in the room at the 
back of the Chapel in Ardglass. 

 

 

 

mailto:office@dunsfordandardglassparish.com
http://www.dunsfordandardglassparish.com/


‘Baptised and Sent’ Lenten Pastoral Letter from Bishop Alan McGuckian 

The Season of Lent as a Journey in Renewing our Sense of Baptismal Identity 

Those facing challenges must know they belong. Some members of our parishes find 

participation in community events difficult. All our buildings and events must be accessible. 

Even more importantly, our hearts must be open. People must know they are seen, valued, 

and cared for. We need to think creatively about what additional opportunities we could 

create in our parishes to reach out to specific groups —families with young children, those 

who are housebound, people working irregular hours, or those caring for elderly relatives - 

ensuring that everyone has a pathway to participate in the life of our community. 

 

Sensory-Friendly Mass Invitation: St Colmcille's Parish (Ballyhackamore Belfast BT4 

3JB) warmly invites you to our monthly Sensory Mass on Saturday, 28th March at 12:00 

noon. This special Mass is designed to be inclusive and welcoming for individuals and 

families who may benefit from a quieter, more relaxed worship environment. The short Mass 

will feature: Gentle lighting and sound; A calm and supportive atmosphere; Space to move 

around if needed; Sensory items to aid regulation; A warm welcome for all ages and abilities. 

Whether you or a loved one experience sensory sensitivities, or you simply wish to attend a 

short peaceful and reflective service, we would love to see you there. Refreshments after 

Mass. 

 

Always the Same and Always New: Holy Week Through Poets' Eyes.  

Belfast Jesuit Centre I Monday 30 March 2026 | 7:00-9:00 pm. Join us for a reflective 

exploration of Holy Week through selected poems that engage with its central themes. 

Drawing on the first line of the Elizabeth Jennings' poem Crucifxion, "Always the same and 

always new," will consider how poetry can illuminate the spiritual significance of Holy 

Week. Participants will be invited into guided reflection and thoughtful conversation. 

Everyone welcome. Small donation suggested. To register, visit: 

https://belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk/always-the-same-and-always-new-holy-week-through-poets-

eyes/ 

 

Good Friday Falls/Shankill Annual Inter-Church: Prayer Walk - will take place on Good 

Friday 3rd April, beginning at 4.45pm in front of Clonard Church, stopping midway at 

Shankill Methodist for a brief prayer, and returning to Clonard by 6pm. At this precarious time 

in our world, we commit ourselves once again - in the footsteps of Jesus - to His ministry of 

reconciliation and peace. All are welcome. 

 

Recruitment: Lay Bereavement Ministers: This ministry provides and ongoing 

compassionate outreach to parishioners supporting them through the grieving process. A lay 

bereavement minister after completing the training can offer the following support: 

• Pre-arranged visits to the bereaved family (accompanied by another bereavement 

minister.) 

• Telephone support 

• Group meetings and drop-in meetings in parish or community centres 

• Supporting the Months Mind Mass/ Supporting the November Mass of Remembrance 

• Being the compassionate face of the parish 

Training Dates and Times (Venue: Diocesan Offices, 120 Cliftonville Road, Belfast 

BT14 6LA) 

• Session 1: Wednesday 15th April, 7.00 – 9.00 pm 

• Session 2: Saturday 25th April, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

• Session 3: Thursday 30th April, 7.00 – 9.00 pm 

• Session 4: Thursday 7th May, 7.00 – 9.00 pm 

• Session 5: Thursday 14th May. 7.00 – 9.00 pm 

• Session 6: Saturday 30th May, 10.00 am – 4.00 pm 

  

Completed forms should be returned to the Pathway to The Future Office by 12 Noon on 

Thursday 26th March. Should you require and further information please do not hesitate to get 

in contact. Please contact the Parish Priest if interested.  
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